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What is required from the marking station
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Cross Channel Racing
The last two years have been a steep learning curve to come to terms with the requirements for cross 
channel racing.

The following slides are intended to explain why we do what we do.

This is best practice as we have it to date.

These notes are intended for the marking stations supplying the BICC and NFC Cross Channel races

I hope you find them useful,

David
April 2024
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The completed certificate

• This certificate had 29 pages.
• Every page except for pages 1 to 6 

must be computer printed.
• The Official Veterinary Surgeon has 

to complete pages 1 to 6. These will 
be handwritten.

• It needs to be neat and tidy.
• Stamped, initialed, signed and 

dated as necessary on each page.
• It should reflect the care and 

attention to detail of each fancier 
who enters a pigeon in the race.
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The completed certificate

If the information is incorrect, 
if the ring numbers and basket numbers do 
not correspond, 
if CPH numbers, addresses, ring numbers, 
basket numbers are handwritten, 
if the number of baskets is wrong.
The transporter may be refused entry and 
APHA and Defra will be notified.
The Official Veterinarian may face disciplinary 
action from our governing body.
APHA and Defra may decide that extra checks 
are needed or that the current system is 
unworkable.
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It is not just a tick box exercise

That could be the END of racing



The completed certificate
2022 season

We learnt what was needed.

2023 season
We applied that knowledge and 

had a successful racing season.

2024 season
Repeat everything from the 2023 

season but do it better and slicker.

We must not cut corners
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The timeline
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1. It is my belief that the completion of EHC 8465 is the most difficult of 
all export certificates.

2. It has to be done in a day
3. Hundreds to thousands of pigeons are transported rather than tens.
4. They are collected from hundreds to thousands of lofts rather than 

one or two farms
5. They are marked at 6 to 10 marking stations in England and Wales
6. They are collected from these and transported to Portsmouth to 

catch the ferry to Caen
7. Caen is the only port that will accept racing pigeons
8. All the paperwork must be with the Official Vet by midday if the 

transporter is to catch the ferry that evening



The timeline
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Preparing for Marking day

Notes:
Day 0 is the marking day
Day -1 is the day before the marking day etc.
Without the correct customs documents and appropriate vehicle certification,
you are going nowhere

Key: C+D = Cleaning and disinfection; EHC = Export Health Certificate
OV = Official veterinarian; MS = Marking station



The timeline
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Marking Station



You will need the following at the marking 
station
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1. You will need one or two people who can set up and use a 
computer.

2. You will need a room that is warm and quiet.
3. You will need a power supply.
4. You will need tables and chairs.
5. You will need Wi-Fi.
6. You will need Microsoft Excel on the computer.



Transporter and baskets

1. Transporter and baskets need to be cleaned and disinfected prior to 
each race.

2. They should be disinfected with a Defra approved disinfectant used 
at the correct dilution.

3. The usage rate to comply with the Diseases of Poultry Order and the 
Avian Influenza and Influenza of Avian Origin in Mammals Order are 
usually more concentrated than the general usage rates printed on 
the label.
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Transporter and baskets
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225 *Virkon S

150 *Virkon S Tablets (5g)

Diseases of Poultry Order and 
the Avian Influenza and 

Influenza of Avian Origin in 
Mammals OrderProduct Name

Number of Millilitres Water To One Gram Disinfectant*

Reference: Disinfectants Approved for use in England, Scotland and Wales
http://disinfectants.defra.gov.uk/DisinfectantsExternal/Default.aspx?Module=ApprovalsList_SI



Transporter and baskets

For Virkon S the rates to use for two brands are:

Virkon S (powder): – add 
1g    powder in 225ml water or

10g powder in 2.25 litres water or
40g powder in 9 litres water

Virkon S 5g tablet: – add 
1 tablet  in 750 ml water or

2 tablets   in 1.5 litres water or
12 tablets  in 9 litres water
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Transporter and baskets –
photos to prove clean sent to Official Vet

14

Note: 
Every basket must be clearly and 
uniquely numbered.



Document check
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You will need to see the following documents:
1. Letter / email from Defra or APHA giving the CPH number.
2. Racing Pigeon establishment operator declaration or “Owners

declaration”.
3. Vaccination Records.
4. Loft visit attestation and registration with a veterinary practice.



Document check
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The considerate fancier will have the relevant documents in an 
easily accessible format.

“However, on loft visits I have been told by the fancier that they will 
simply bring all their paperwork for you to sort through”

Perhaps sending them to the back of the queue to get them sorted 
will be good education and a lesson in being considerate towards 
others. 



Document check - CPH
1. Original letter / email from Defra or APHA or

equivalent in Scotland and Wales should 
detail

1. CPH number,
2. the owners name and address, 
3. and location (grid reference or Eastings and 

Northings).

2. You do not need to get a new CPH number 
each year.

3. You will need a new CPH number if you have 
moved house or loft.

4. Please remind fanciers that they should 
cancel their CPH number if they stop racing 
the channel or stop racing pigeons. 

This avoids the possibility of distressing letters 
from these agencies in the future.
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Document check – Owners declaration
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Make sure that Sections 1, 2 and 3 have been completed.

Mandatory means that this part must be filled in.

If anything has not been completed send them away telling them to 
come back when completed.
The declaration is valid for 12 months from the date of signature. A 
declaration signed November 1st, 2023 will be valid until October 
31st, 2024. Good for the NFC and BICC 2024 racing season.



Document check – Owners declaration

The first page looks like this.
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Document check – Owner’s declaration

• The second page looks like 
this

• You need to complete 
sections 1, 2 and 3.

• Mandatory means that you 
must fill this part in

• Once completed this part 
will be the same year after 
year for as long as you race.
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Document check – Owner’s declaration
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• The third page looks like this
• The Fancier must sign and date 

it each year. 
• I am quite happy if the fancier 

simply crosses out the date 
and signature from the 
previous year. Then signs and 
dates it for the current year.

• Not everyone has access to a 
printer and it saves trees.



Document check – Vaccination records
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Current Vaccination Certificates confirming vaccination within 12 
months of the race date

All birds in the loft should be vaccinated. This includes fantails, 
tumblers etc. 

All birds must be entered on the vaccination record.



Document check – Vaccination records
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Make sure the vaccination record is fully completed detailing: –

owners name and address,
vaccination date,
witness signatures,
vaccine brand (either Columbovac PMV or Nobilis paramyxo P201), 
dose given (Columbovac = 0.2ml and Nobilis = 0.25ml), 
vaccine batch number and expiry date 



Document check – Vaccination records

• You fill in the ownership details

• Fill in the brand of vaccine, 
batch number, expiry date and 
dose injected – so not 
complete

• Signatures of two witnesses to 
vaccination and date of 
vaccination
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Document check – Vaccination records

• List all pigeons in your loft 
individually.

• This can be used to record 
deaths, losses, sales etc

• Record batch number and 
expiry date

• Signature of witnesses to 
vaccination
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Document check – Loft Visit Attestation

1. The Fancier must have had an Annual Loft visit within 12 months 
of the race date

2. The Fancier must have Proof of Registration with a veterinary 
practice 
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Document check – Loft Visit Attestation

• There is a Government 
template which is accessible 
through the RPRA and 
government website

• I am allowed to print my own 
based on this template

• The latest version confirms 
your CPH number, date of loft 
visit and the fact that you are 
registered with my practice
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How to complete the forms
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Most Importantly

Handwritten forms listing:
CPH numbers and owners name and address
Closed ring number and basket number

Are NOT ACCEPTABLE and will result in the transporter being 
prohibited from entering France.



How to complete the forms - Ring Number

• Old way of recording ring 
numbers and baskets -
UNACCEPTABLE

• Because:
1. It takes longer to enter 

the ring number and 
basket number for each 
pigeon on the 
spreadsheet.

2. It makes it more difficult 
for the OV to confirm 
the number of baskets 
and birds sent.

3. If basket 647 is selected 
by French Health 
Authorities. Difficult to 
check if pigeon is listed.
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How to complete the forms - Ring Number

• New and more efficient 
way using basket sheets.

1. Enables tracing pigeon 
to owner easier

2. Keeps track of the 
number of pigeons in 
the basket

3. Keeps hens and cocks 
separate

4. Speeds up entering 
ring numbers onto 
spreadsheet

Saves about 5 minutes per 
basket.

30



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
These basket sheets were sent by 
Whatsapp to someone who is not 
familiar with pigeon ring numbers. 
They were entered on the Excel 
spreadsheet at their home.
1. Fill in the sheet completely.
2. Write clearly, I was asked if it was 

GB, Gb or GD
3. Take your time. What you are 

doing is very important. 
4. Can you read your own writing 

when finished?
5. Transcription errors could result in 

pigeons not being allowed into 
France.
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Ring Number List
UNACCEPTABLE
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• OV cannot check how many 
crates are being sent.

• Cannot check correct number of 
pigeons in each crate?

• Difficult to find a pigeon as could 
be on sheet one or sheet two.

Remember if the French Health 
Officials are having a bad day. They 
may simply say “Non”.

End of race!

Because



Ring Number List – Basket Sheet

• Most marking stations use basket sheets.
• All these marking stations had the correct number of pigeons per 

basket.
• Hens and cocks were in their correct baskets.
• The exact number of pigeons in the race and number of baskets 

being used is known.

• The next slide shows what happens when basket sheets are not 
used.
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Ring Number List – Basket Sheet
The aim was to have 26 pigeons in each basket. 
Basket sheets were not used. 
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• Marking station A had 3 baskets 
that had 3 more pigeons (29) in 
them whereas Marking station B 
just had one basket with 29 
pigeons in it.

• The correct number of pigeons per 
basket was achieved around a 
third of the time.

• Incorrect numbers in a basket 
could lead to investigations under 
the animal transport regulations.

• It could put some pigeons at an 
advantage or disadvantage 
compared to their competitors.

Number 
of 
baskets

MS – B 
Actual number 
Pigeons/basket

Number 
of 
baskets

MS – A
Actual number
Pigeons/basket

114121

115222

625125

8 (38%)264 (31%)26

327127

128128

129329

2113Total



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
From the basket sheet.

Find the basket or crate 
number

Note basket numbers 
must start with a 
numeral from 1 to 9. 
Zero will not be 
recognised. Thus 007 
will become 7 on the 
spreadsheet. 
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1. Enter the 
crate number 
in the first two 
boxes of the 
left column



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
From the basket sheet.

Find the basket or crate 
number

Note basket numbers 
must start with a 
numeral from 1 to 9. 
Zero will not be 
recognised. Thus 007 
will become 7 on the 
spreadsheet. 
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2. Highlight both boxes.
Do this by pressing the shift 
key and then clicking on 
each box.
The boxes will be
highlighted and you will see
a small point, bottom right.
Place the cursor over this 
and it will change to cross 
hairs.
Whilst pressing the left 
mouse key, drag the mouse 
down as many rows as you 
need for the number of 
pigeons in the basket.
In this case, it is 20.



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
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3. You can now enter 
the ring number in 
the box 
immediately to 
the right of the 
basket number. 

4. Press return and 
you will be taken 
to the next box 
immediately 
below the one you 
were in.

5. Continue entering 
the ring numbers.

Note:
Keeping the caps
key on makes it
quicker to enter
the ring numbers.



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
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5. Continue 
entering the 
ring numbers.

6. If the ring
numbers do 
not correspond 
with the basket 
number. It 
means you 
may have 
missed a bird. 



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
Better
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• The form is designed with 52 rows 
and 5 columns

• This is ideal for 26 pigeons in a 
basket. You will get 260 pigeons in 10 
baskets on one sheet.

• However, if you have less pigeons in a 
basket e.g.18, 20 or 24.

• Still just put two baskets in a column.
• It will be quicker and more helpful for 

the Official Vet.



How to complete the forms - Ring Number
Better
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• Basket Sheets make completing the 
Ring number and Crate list easier and 
quicker.

• It ensures the correct number of 
pigeons per basket.

• It ensures the correct sex in each 
basket.

• Having each marking station doing the
same thing makes it easier and less 
prone to errors when calculating total 
numbers of pigeons and baskets from 
every marking station.



Additional benefits of Basket Sheets

1. Basket Sheets demonstrate to Defra and APHA quickly and 
easily that we know exactly which pigeon is where and who it 
belongs to.

2. It demonstrates to all those who are against the sport of pigeon 
racing that the correct number of pigeons are in each crate.

3. It confirms that transport legislation is being followed.
4. In the future, it will also aid the case for not needing vets at 

marking stations.
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Ring Number List – Basket Sheet

• Using Marking Sheets makes it easier for the Official Vet to:
• Check that the numbers of pigeons and baskets collected from each 

marking station are correct.
• This means that the total number of pigeons, total number of baskets,

total weight of all pigeons and total weight of all pigeons and baskets can
be entered on the certificate accurately.

• It enables prompt completion of the Health Certificate.

• It enables the French Health Authorities to easily check the closed
ring number on the pigeon to be checked against those listed on
the certificate.
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Ring Number List – Basket Sheet

• Consistency in the presentation of the required information helps 
to avoid errors.

• It enables the French Health Authorities to easily check the closed 
ring number on the pigeon to be checked against those listed on 
the certificate.

• It reduces the likelihood of the transporter being refused entry.
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How to complete the forms - CPH Number
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• The information above is required and can be organised by marking 
station.

• How this is presented will vary with the organisation but it needs to be 
sent as an Excel spreadsheet.

• It must all be computer printed and not handwritten.
• It must list all those racing. No shows should be removed from the list.
• Additions can be added if your system allows this.

PostcodeAddressOwners NameCPH Number

PI69 0MGPerch 12, The Loft, Home AvenueMr P. Igeon22/333/4444



Combining CPH files from each marking station
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Provided the CPH numbers, owner and 
address list is sent as an Excel file then I 
can print this list as needed.
1. I have to add the certificate number at 

the top.
2. I have to have “page … of …” written on 

the bottom
3. I need space at the bottom of the page 

to stamp, sign and date the page. Also 
fill in the page number and total number 
of pages.

4. I must not overwrite any of the 
information you have supplied.



Combining Ring List from each marking station
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The ring list has been designed to
• show the marking station and 

certificate number at the top.
• there is enough space to stamp, sign 

and date the page
• has “page … of …” at the bottom which I 

have to fill in by hand.

Please do not try to change the layout



Sending me the information

• Use this Email – dgpukpigeonvet@gmail.com
• Photos can be sent to me by Whatsapp 07982 908958
• In the subject line of the email write the name of the marking station 

and liberation point e.g Steventon – Tarbes; Sunbury – Barcelona, 
• Attach the Excel ring list and CPH files to the email.
• In the body of the email write

• the total number of pigeons entered
• the total number of crates used
• number plate of transporter

• Then ring to check that I have received your email.
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Finally

1. The Certificate cannot be completed until the OV knows how many 
pigeons have been entered and how many crates they are in.

2. When the OV has received your files. They will check them and 
make sure they will print out correctly.

3. Ring and crate lists and CPH number, owners name and address 
are then printed. This can be 22 or more pages.

4. The OV completes the certificate, stamps, initials or signs, dates 
and enters the page number of total number of pages as 
appropriate for each sheet.

5. Every page of the certificate is then scanned and emailed to the 
Logistics company.

6. Then the pages can be stapled together and given to the convoyer.
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Thank you

This is a team effort.

The system we have developed enables us
to work efficiently,
to work accurately,
to meet a very tight deadline.

and most importantly race pigeons across the Channel.
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A Special Thanks to

Clare Norman and Jill Webber
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